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An empirical study on relationship between English phonological
perception ability and listening proficiency

HU Fanghui ,WANG Min ,HAN Bin,YUAN Guoting ,LI Honglin
(School of Foreign Languages , Jining Medical University ,Rizhao 276826, China )

Abstract : Objective 'To study the relationship between English phonological Perception ability and listen-
ing proficiency. Methods The quantitative approach was adopted. Fifty-five subjects, freshmen of English ma-
jors from some university ,separately took the examinations of English phonological perception ability and lis-
tening proficiency. Multiple linear regression of SPSS was conducted to analyze the testing results. Results
There was a significant relationship between English suprasegment perception ability and English listening
proficiency,so was between sound changes perception ability and listening proficiency (P <0.05). However,
there was not a significant relationship between English segment perception ability and English listing profi-
ciency. Conclusion 1) English segment perception ability can’ t significantly contribute to predict English lis-
tening proficiency.2) The better the subjects perceive English suprasegments and sound changes,the higher
they have English listening proficiency. In process of teaching English pronunciation, cultivating students’
perception abilities of English suprasegments and sound changes should be emphasized in order to improve
their listening proficiency.
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