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Effect of moxibustion on MMP-9 expression in rats
with cerebral ischemia-reperfusion injury
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Abstract : Objective 'To observe the effect of moxibustion on the expression of MMP-9 in cerebral ische-
mia-reperfusion injury rats. Methods SD rats were divided into model group, moxibustion group and Sham-
operation group randomly (n =15). Neurobehavioral score was used to evaluate the situation of modeling. Af-
ter moxibustion,the recovery of nerve function at different time points,the content of MMP-9 in serum were
detected by ELISA,and the expression of MMP-9 in brain tissue was detected by Western Blot. Results After
moxibustion,the neurological score in moxibustion group was significantly lower than that in the model
group (P <0.05). The MMP-9 expression in serum and brain tissue in the moxibustion group were signifi-
cantly lower than those in the model group (P <0.05). Conclusion Moxibustion can significantly improve
neurological function in rats with cerebral ischemia-reperfusion injury. The mechanism may be the protection
of vascular endothelial cell injury by changing the expression of MMP-9 in serum and brain tissue.
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